
Greetings to all readers from the Sailors’ Society Team, Durban!
Goeiedag, Sanibonani, Bonjour, Bom Dia!

Happily settled in our offices in Westville,
here is the Sailors’ Society team..

Main picture, l – r, Karen Naicker,
Researcher for the CRC, Yvonne de
Kock, PR Co-ordinator, Linda van
Schalkwyk, PA to CEO Boet van
Schalkwyk, extreme right.

We hope you enjoy reading the latest
news!

[photos:Karen Lotter]

ANNOUNCING.........
LAUNCH OF THE CRISIS RESPONSE CENTRE [CRC]

A South African Regional Hub to take responsibility for managing our chaplains in Madagascar, Reunion,
Ghana and Mozambique has been established.

The Durban-based facility will provide 24-hour rapid response and trauma counselling for survivors of
piracy attacks and other disasters at sea

.
In the previous newsletter we reported on the training
course which chaplains attended in April. The training
enabled them to upgrade their skills and equip them to
more effectively help traumatised seafarers after piracy
attacks and capture or disasters at sea. As a result, the
establishment of the Crisis Response Centre came into
being.

With 18 well trained chaplains we are now able to respond
by sending a cluster of 4 or 5 chaplains to either the point
of their release anywhere in Sub Saharan Africa or to the
released crews’ homes, where they can be counselled as
a family unit.

Reverend Johan [Boet] van Schalkwyk[left] heads up the Centre, which
was launched alongside the Sailors’ Society Wellness at Sea programme,
led by Mr Johan Smith [right], at the International Maritime Lecturers’
Association (IMLA) Annual Conference on 1 July 2015.

A comprehensive network of trained port chaplains, drawn from a range
of maritime welfare agencies, will provide a 24-hour service in South
Africa, Ghana, Madagascar, Mozambique and Reunion. Rev van
Schalkwyk , CEO of Sailors’ Society South Africa, said the Centre was
developed in response to an evolving trend in seafarer demand:-.

“We were finding that traumatised crews were no longer being dispatched to Durban after their release, which raised
fears that they may be repatriated before receiving first-line trauma counselling. By making this resource available, we
can meet this need for seafarers as near after an incident as possible”

Research found that seafarers could exhibit symptoms similar to Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder by simply passing through
areas at high risk of piracy, making the need for Centre’s services as vital as ever.

Contact details: Sailors’ Society of Southern Africa, Suite 6, Westville Centre, 52 Norfolk Terrace, Westville,
Durban 3630, South Africa Tel: + 27 31 266 0695

24 hour emergency response no: + 27 83 301 8022
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TRAVELS IN AFRICA
– A VISIT TO

MOZAMBIQUE -

-

Bishop Matsolo, Azarias Muchanga, Rev Leta Mavombo
And Rev. Boet Van Schalkwyk

Rev Van Schalkwyk recently returned from a very successful visit to Mozambique, the aim being to establish a
chaplaincy in Nacala and Maputo.

Rev Leta Mavombo, who was the chaplain in Maputo was
called to Nacala to continue her chaplaincy work there.

Special thanks to Bishop Dinis Matsolo who
accompanied Rev Van Schalkwyk. He played a major role
in bringing this ministry in Nacala to fruition by opening
doors to enable Rev Leta to do her work amongst the

seafarers on board the vessels. The co-operation of the
Port Manager of Nacala is also much appreciated. Muite
obrigado.

We welcome Missionary Azarias Muchanga who takes
over as chaplain in Maputo. May God bless him in his vital
work to the seafarers

However, after their hard
work, the group enjoyed some
of the famous Mozambiquan
seafood served by a most
hospitable restaurant in
Nacala. When Rev Boet was
asked what he would like to
eat, he said he would like fish
and chips.

“Which one would you like?”, said the helpful waiter and with that showed the group an
array of freshly caught fish! Infinitely more than 5 loaves and 2 fishes!

Geography of Mozambique

As can be seen from the map above, Mozambique is a vast country [801 590  sq km]
with being long distances away from each other. E.g. Nacala is some 2000 km from
Maputo. Flights are not frequent and roads are a challenge, so achievements require
much hard work. Our prayers go out to our chaplains in Mozambique and elsewhere in
this vast continent of Africa. [Nacala lies just above the 16 degree latitude line on the
map.]

Honorary Life membership for Rev Ron Burgess

At a recent Board Meeting, the Sailors’ Society bestowed the award of
Honorary Life Membership on one of its long standing and devoted members,
Rev Ron Burgess on his retirement from the Board. He will be presented
with his honorary life membership medal at the Sailors’ Society Dedication
Service in January 2016. Ron is well-known in the ecumenical fraternity and
has been active in the Sailors’ Society since 1989.

Born in Bonnie Scotland, [Glasgow], Ron arrived in South Africa at age 10.
He followed a career in accountancy and was later called to service in the
Christian Ministry.  He joined the Durban Central United Church
[Presbyterian/Congregational] and ministered to congregations in the Albert
Park and Addington areas in Durban for 32 years, from where he retired in
2012.

Apart from his devoted service Ron will be remembered for his colourful stories of his youth in Scotland.  We will miss that!

We thank Ron and his wife Avril for their loyalty to the Sailors’ Society and are pleased we will still see them at various
functions. They have one daughter and a grandson and no doubt will now have more time to spend with them.

May God bless you richly.

Chairman Barry Haley, left and Rev Ron
Burgess



Sea Sunday Service 2015

Held in N shed , Port of Durban on 19 July, this joyous event was well attended.

Rev Thato Tsautse, MD of the eThekwini Maritime Cluster
delivered the sermon which gave us all much food for
thought.

The congregation was treated to wonderful singing from
the Enwabi Church Choir and from the SA Army Band.
After the service all enjoyed refreshments and had the
opportunity of socialising. Heartfelt thanks to all who made
this service possible.

FROM RUSSIA TO CAPE TOWN

And now a heartwarming story from our Executive Officer/Port Chaplain in Cape Town, Steve van
Schalkwyk, who writes:

“An “Angie” of Mercy literally came to my aid today.

I was visiting a Russian seafarer, Sergei Putevskoy from Vladivostok, Northern Russia in the surgical
ward of Christiaan Barnard Memorial Hospital. He was due to go into surgery within the next hour to have an operation and

then faces chemotherapy and radiation treatment as soon as he is able to return to Mother
Russia.

Communication was difficult and he politely offered one word replies to my questions. Then
Angie came to my rescue. Fluent in Russian, she put a relieved Sergei at ease and
naturally interacted with him and he soon chatted away!! One can imagine his state of
mind, facing major surgery and so far from his loved ones and familiar surroundings.

Also in the ward was Viktor Zdanevych, from Odessa, Ukraine, who had just had his
appendix removed. He joined in the chatter with his countrymen and the joy showed on his
face.

Angie was sent by my Apostleship Of the Sea ( AOS) friends and will, from now be
available to us any time we need her. “

Until next time - Goodbye, Totsiens, Hamba kahle, Au revoir, Adeus!

Rev Thami Tembe

l-r Rev Tsautse, Rev.Chris Viljoen

Rev.Thato Tsautse

Rev Boet van Schalkwyk

l-r Des Vaubell, Rev.William Pool, Terry
Whitfield, Fr German Giraldo


