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Dear readers

Here we are almost halfway through 2016; it is unbelievable how fast time flies. We think of our resolutions, goals
and plans for the year – are we on track? Or have we fallen behind?  Life so often throws us curved balls which can
upset all our plans; however there are still a few months ahead before 2017.

This edition contains experiences of life, some sad stories, others encouraging and happy.

SPREADING THE SAILORS’ SOCIETY WORD

Rev Van Schalkwyk has been busy over the past months giving
presentations to organisations.

WORLD SHIP SOCIETY MEETING

At the well-attended April meeting of the Durban
branch of the World Ship Society, Rev Van
Schalkwyk addressed the audience on “Current
movements in the piracy threat, and the Crisis
Response Centre” which also included Trauma
counselling .

By way of introduction he showed a short DVD on the background of the Sailors’
Society, after which Rev Van Schalkwyk emphasised the dire situations in which
victims of piracy find themselves.

Drawing attention to the upsurge of hijackings of
vessels in the Gulf of Guinea, he put across in graphic
terms the threats these unfortunate seafarers are
faced with. He then related details of the formation of
the CRC in Durban which focuses on the provision for
counselling by a team of 18 highly trained chaplains
from South Africa, Mozambique, Reunion,
Madagascar and Ghana.

Rev Van Schalkwyk was interviewed by a journalist
and the article appeared in the media.

Thanks to the World Society and Secretary David
Hughes for hosting us and having been given the
opportunity of addressing interested audiences of the
vital work of the Society and how, over a long period
the Society is able to change with the fast moving
times but yet still keep the welfare of the seafarer
paramount.

THANK YOU!

The Sailors’ Society
wishes to acknowledge
with grateful thanks the
donation received from
Mr Bruce Lovell, a WSS
member who attended
the meeting.

The donation is most
appreciated and will go
towards our many
projects

?????
SEE OUR
ARTICLES

Obituary

Rev Derek Potgieter [1967 – 2016]

It came as a shock to have received the
sad news of the sudden passing of Rev
Derek Potgieter who had served on the
Board of the Sailors’ Society, Durban,
since 2011. Rev Potgieter served the at
the Glenwood Presbyterian Church.

Derek lived life to the full and exuded
enthusiasm. His positive outlook, and
contributions at the board meetings
were valuable to the Society.

The Board of Directors and members
of the Sailors’ Society wish to extend
their deepest sympathy to his wife
Colleen, son and daughter Leslie and
Caitlyn as well as to other family
members and loved ones. He will be
sadly missed.

l-r : Malcolm Wilson Act.Chairman, Rev
Van Schalkwyk, David Hughes



ROTARY CLUB, UMHLANGA

Next it the was the turn of the Rotary Club in Umhlanga where Rev Van
Schalkwyk addressed a meeting on 24 May. Once again, his presentation and
information elicited many questions

News from the Crisis Response
Centre

The value of the CRC once again came to
the fore recently in two situations

Rev Van Schalkwyk received information
from the Crewing Manager, Grindrod
Maritime, that Mr  Alfredo Apao the bosun on
board the vessel MV ‘IVS Sentosa” had died
resulting from an accident on board on 21
April when the vessel was just outside the

port in Tokyo. He was approached enquiring whether he and his CRC team could
provide grief counselling and debriefing for the officers and crew when the vessel
berthed in the Port of Durban in May. The agents had contacted his family in the
Philippines, and took good care of them.

On 19 May, Rev Van Schalkwyk and three of the CRC chaplains, Mrs Jessie John,
Pastor Paul Richardson and Rev Thami Tembe boarded the ship and spoke to 22
crew members. Rev Van Schalkwyk held a committal service and Rev Tembe
from the MTS offered Mass.’ [photo on the right]

It must be remembered that crews of ships live in close proximity for long periods
with their ‘shipmates’ and when such a tragedy occurs, all feel it and the loss intimately. They cannot just ‘get off the
ship’ to escape the pall of sadness which must prevail on board, and, perhaps in some cases, even fear.

Hence debriefing and grief counselling are so vital The team felt
privileged to have been able to help crew members through the
shock and grief and next step of the grief process, thereby
enabling them to cope.

The value and success of the team’s visit was aptly illustrated
when one of the crew members said - ‘I now feel much lighter,
more settled and relieved".

Well done, CRC team, that’s what it is all about, lifting the load
and giving hope and healing to our fellow men and women.

Chaplain Jessie John [right] with 2 crew
members

The crew with CRC team, chaplains Pastor Paul
Richardson& Jessie John, Rev Thami Tembe, Rev
Boet van Schalkwyk

Rev Van Schalkwyk, centre, with
President Bertie van Niekerk, right
and  Past President Kevin Finegan



ENCOURAGING NEWS FROM INDIA

We now proceed to an encouraging sequence of events news which has resulted from the actions by members of the
CRC.

You may recall the account of the imprisoned seafarers in Nigeria which was reported
in this newsletter last year. Two members of the CRC, Rev Boet van Schalkwyk and
Rev Thami Tembe travelled to Nigeria in September 2015 to render humanitarian and
welfare counselling and support to eleven seafarers from the vessel MT MARO. The
seafarers had been held captive in prison in Yenegoa. Since incarceration, and up to
the time our CRC team was there, there had been no response from the shipping
agent or company despite numerous attempts by family members to contact them in
Mumbai. No outstanding wages had been paid to the seafarers’ families, no contact or
visits from families could be confirmed, and no port chaplaincy services had been
rendered.

After many difficulties regarding obtaining documentation, our chaplains arrived in Nigeria and gained access to these
seafarers. They were permitted to see 27 other seafarers in the prison as well.

SEQUEL

An encouraging sequel arrived on 17 May, when Rev Van Schalkwyk received a letter from Mr Sandeep Singh, a
lawyer representing the Sandesara Group and SEEPCO who has been attending to the case since January 2016.

The intervention by this company came about as a result of a report by Rev Van Schalkwyk on the situation
encountered.

Mr Singh reported that he had visited Yenagoa prison three times, and appointed a new lawyer who is representing
the crew. The company is also taking care of medical, feeding and other welfare requirements of the crew.

A lawyer from the company secured a special order from the Chief Justice to move the case to the Calabar Federal
High Court and the transfer of all crew members to Calabar Prison was also organized. These actions led to regular
hearings of the case and thus far four hearings within two months have taken place and the case is at an advanced
stage.

The outcome? The release of the prisoners is expected soon.

A wonderful outcome of a prolonged and tragic situation.

Many were involved to arrive at this point, but the initial rapid response by our team, who displayed a willingness to
go to a place which was unknown to them and which also carried a measure of possible danger, played a vital role.
They did not flinch. Arrangements were made; they boarded an aircraft at the Durban Airport and put the situation in
God’s hands.

We give thanks for blessings received and have faith that a happy outcome will soon be achieved.

LETTER FROM MOZAMBIQUE

From Nigeria and India, we now travel to our neighbours in Mozambique.

Port Chaplain Azarias Muchanga writes:

‘We were very delighted with the visit of Reverend Boet, from the Sailors’
Society Southern Africa Region.

During his visit, Chaplain Rev Leta Mavombo from Nacala and I had the
l – r: Chaplain Muchanga, Rev Van
Schalkwyk,  Capt Frederico



opportunity to meet with Bishop Dinis Matsolo from the Methodist Church, Mozambique and we discussed our work in
the ports of Maputo and Nacala.

We talked about the strengths as well as the challenges we face in our work. One of the challenges I faced in the Port
of Maputo concerned the entry pass, where the security officer was only issuing only 7day passes. I had to contact
the security officers each week after standing in a long queue.

As part of the CEO visit, we went to the Port of Maputo and had a meeting with the Port Authority, specifically
meeting with Capt. Frederico, the port’s Port Captain. We thanked him for giving us permission for conducting our
activities in the port and also expressed our concern regarding the number of days granted us in the pass.

His immediately spoke to the security personnel and I was issued with a three months pass which will expire in
August. We give thanks to God for this concession.

We also pray that the port staff may have a better understanding of the work we are doing for the seafarers and that
an extended time can be given to the Port Chaplain, similar to the immigration officer who issued a one year ship
boarding pass.

Reverend Boet’s visit to Mozambique was very important and came at the right time. During the meetings, some of
the questions which Rev Leta and I raised were clarified.”

VISITS TO SAILORS’ SOCIETY, DURBAN

Mr Francis Adja, a missionary leading the work of Mercy Ministries in Madagascar,
and a friend of chaplain Alain D’Jeutang from Reunion, requested to visit the
Sailors Society, Durban. He is doing research on the mission/chaplaincy life and
work of the Sailors’ Society in Durban and surroundings. He also wished to learn
of the connections he has with other parts of Africa. Mr Adja has also met Sailors’
Society chaplains in Madagascar.

Mr Adja visited the office, was shown the DVD and had discussions Rev Van
Schalkwyk who then took him to the Seafarers’ Centre where he met Manager
Glenda Duval and staff members.  He was impressed with the
Centre.

GARDENING ON BOARD

Puzzled by the pictures at the top of page one? Well, here is the story!

One of our chaplains, Mrs Jessie John recently visited the ship, the
MSC ROMA where these plants growing in pots in the Mess
caught her eye. She was struck by their perfection - as she says
’not a mark or blemish’!

The conclusion? Conditions on board ship are pristine where
there are no insects and other nasties which destroy plants. So
here’s a thought:  Maybe ships could be designed as agricultural
gardens and ply the oceans. The plants could have good weather all year round as the
vessels could follow the sun!

Thanks Jessie for this interesting and light-hearted item.

l-r Manager Glenda Duval, Lucky Davis, Phinde
Nkwanyane and Ntombi



SAILORS’
SOCIETY APPEAL

APPEAL FOR FUNDS – PLEASE HELP!

The contents of this newsletter represent just a small amount of the Sailors’ Society’s good work. Like many other
non-profit organisations, obtaining funds always presents a challenge.

So we make an appeal to you for donations – remember, no donation is too small. To give you an idea of what we
need, please have a look at our “Wishlist”.

Every donation will be acknowledged.

Dear readers

If you have any news to share,
Please do not hesitate to call us!

Thanks so much!

Until next time, good bye and God Bless.

Our bank details

INTERNATIONAL  SAILORS
SOCIETY - SA

Standard Bank

Account no. 051172216

Glenwood branch 042526

OUR WISHLIST

 Prayers
 Knit- fingerless gloves or beanies
 Toiletries for toiletry bags – for use in

hospital for victims of trauma, abuse
or disaster

 Buy a Book of Life for R75
 Top up phone cards to contact loved

ones for R150
 Share Your Christmas with a Seafarer

donation for mug and sweets
 Start a support group for 5 or 6

persons
 Have an annual retiring offering in

your church
 Adopt the Sailors’ Society as one of

your mission outreaches
 “Adopt” a Chaplain to contribute

towards enabling him or her
to go out and minister to seafarers in
this port

 Consider leaving a bequest for the
Sailors’ Society in your will

 Help us to raise awareness and funds
–see website and newsletter

Tel. 031 2660695 [Office]

E mail : office@saiss.co.za

Website: www.saiss.co.za

Speak to Linda van Schalkwyk at
the office or

Yvonne de Kock on 083 282 4810




